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population of 5,000 felt themselves strong to defy the most
powerful force that could be brought against them.

But their boast was destined to be falsified. The English
Government and the colonists of New England, knowing that
Acadia could not be held so long as Louisbourg stood frown-
ing with French batteries across the narrow strip of water,
decided to make a sudden attack upon its garrison.

In the early morning of April 30, in the year 1745, the
people of the fortress city lay in deepest slumber, save for the
sentries who paced its walls. An hour or two before the dawn
the streets had been filled with officers in glittering uniforms
and ladies and gentlemen in silken dresses and embroidered
coats, returning gaily with laughter and merry gossip, from a
ball at the governor's house. Then all was silent as young
officers fell asleep to dream of sparkling eyes, while the light
of those same eyes was shaded for a few short hours by droop-
ing lids in tired slumber.

Suddenly into the midst of the silence brooding over the
city there shattered out the sharp reports of musket-shots, and
the hoarse shouts of soldiers. Some sentries pacing the walls
above the batteries, had caught sight of four British battleships
and a fleet of smaller ships, sailing with white wings into
Gabarus Bay, five miles distant from the ramparts of Louis-
bourg. The alarm having been raised by the startled soldiers,
in a few minutes the Church bells pealed out in a discordant-
clamour, bugles sounded, and officers who had got to bed so
short a time before tumbled out, and rushed into the streets half
dressed, with naked swords. Governor Duchambon himself,
with 150 men, sped down to the landing-stage, and the
garrison was mustered as speedily as the alarm and consequent
disorder would allow.

The fleet which had caused all this commotion was under
the command of Commodore Warren, of the British Navy,
and carried on board a gallant little army of New Englanders,
under William Peperell, of Massachusetts. This sudden
enterprise, the preparations for which had been kept a